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INTRODUCTION 

The enclosed suite of three reports includes: Groundwater Conditions in the Frazier Park-
Lake of the Woods Area by Kenneth D. Schmidt and Associates; a memorandum report Water 
Quality Review, Frazier Park Public Utility District Production Wells by Dee Jaspar and 
Associates, Inc.; a geophysical report Gravity Survey Summary Report – Frazier Park, California 
by Subsurface Surveys and Associates, Inc. A summary of these reports follows. These studies 
were sponsored by a grant to Self-Help Enterprises by the State of California Water Resources 
Control Board. 

The purpose of these reports is to review the feasibility of developing groundwater in the 
Frazier Park Public Utility District (District) to serve the combined service areas of the District 
and the Lake of the Woods Mutual Water Company. 

SUMMARY 

Groundwater Conditions in the Frazier Park-Lake of the Woods Area by Kenneth D. 
Schmidt and Associates 

This report is a study of the groundwater conditions in the area that draws on recent well 
and geophysical information and on past reports authored by Kenneth Schmidt, Ron Barto, the 
Galli Group, the California Division of Mines and Geology, the California Geological Survey, 
together with the information from recently-drilled wells combined with information presented 
in the above-referenced reports by Dee Jaspar and Associates, and Subsurface Surveys and 
Associates. The purpose of the report is to discuss the future groundwater development that will 
serve the Frazier Park and Lake of the Woods area.  

The report reviews the subsurface geologic conditions in the study area and describes the 
geologic conditions in the area – defining the rock and alluvium composition of the Cuddy 
Valley. Of interest is the alluvium that composes the Cuddy Creek Canyon – which is the water 
source for the wells in the area. An updated subsurface geologic cross section, drawn along the 
alignment of Cuddy Creek, intersecting wells that have well completion reports, depicts the 
contact between the alluvium and the hard rock in the canyon. Depth of the alluvium between 
Frazier Park and Lake of the Woods varies between about 140 feet at Lake of the Woods well 
No. 4 and 300 feet at Private Well 34H (Figure 3 of the report) to around 200 feet at Frazier Park 
Wells No. 4 and 6. Of interest is the relative depth of the wells upstream of Frazier Park Well 
No. 5 compared to the depth of Well No. 5. It is apparent that the Garlock Fault, which is 
downthrown to the southeast side, is located between Frazier Park Wells 4 and 6 - and Well 5, 
thus resulting in the deeper deposits in the vicinity of Well No. 5. Additionally, Well No.5 
appears to be nearer to the thalweg of Cuddy Creek than Wells 4 and 6. The “thalweg” is the 
deepest part of the hard rock in the canyon. Figure 3 also depicts the shallowest and deepest well 
water levels in recent times. The deepest water levels in the Lake of the Woods area reveals that 
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the alluvium was completely dewatered during the times of the deepest water levels, while the 
alluvium east of Private Well 34M (near the Mobile Home Park) appears to have not experienced 
complete dewatering. The majority of the storage in the canyon is in the Middle Sub-basin, which 
is the water supply for Frazier Park. If there is a series of wet years, and there is flow in Cuddy 
Creek, the water levels will recover in the Lake of the Woods area and the wells there will be 
productive once again. However if the drought continues, more reliance on the Middle Sub-basin 
will prevail for the Lake of the Woods area. 

Water levels slope in the direction of the fall of the creek – as would be expected. Figure 
4 of the report depicts the water levels in the Spring of 2002. This is an average water level slope 
of 160 feet per mile. 

Recharge in the canyon is primarily from seepage from Cuddy Creek streamflow and 
mountain front recharge. In recent years recharge has been mostly due to mountain front 
recharge. In the Frazier Park area it is indicated that a major contributor of mountain front 
recharge is the Cold Springs Canyon drainage, west of Frazier Park, and from the tributary 
watershed south of Frazier Park. 

There are two main constituents in the water in the wells in the area. These two 
constituents are Uranium and Fluoride. These will be discussed in the following sections of this 
Summary. 

Water Quality Review, Frazier Park Public Utility District Production Wells by Dee 
Jaspar and Associates, Inc. 

Dee Jaspar & Associates reviewed the water quality information for the Frazier Park area 
for years of record dating back to 1986. Early records are somewhat spotty and incomplete, but 
there is enough information to draw some preliminary conclusions regarding water quality over 
time and its relationship to wet and dry rainfall periods. 

The two springs that have previously supplied a small amount of water to the District 
were dry during the drought but have recovered slightly due to the moderate rainfall last year. 
Uranium and Fluoride activities appear to be well below the MCL in these two springs. The 
problem is bacteria, likely due to wildlife in the area of the springs. If these springs yielded a 
substantial amount of water it might be worth the effort to clean them up and run new pipelines 
to them, but they are in the area governed by the U. S. Forest Service and it would be necessary 
to obtain a permit to install new pipelines and improve the springs. The springs are in steep 
country and remote. Vehicular access is not possible. Construction of any improvements would 
be difficult and time-consuming. The springs are not deemed feasible for re-development at this 
time.  

A detailed review of each well revealed that the uranium activities in the wells has varied 
over their history of operation and appear to correlate well with the long-term weather trends. 
That is to say that when a relatively wet cycle of years occurs, the uranium activities drop due to 
abundant replenishment from streamflow and mountain front recharge. When a relatively dry 
cycle occurs activities increase. This is evident when one compares the rainfall in the area with 
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the uranium activities in the wells. For example, during the relatively wet period from 1990 to 
1999, uranium activities remained relatively low compared to the current activities, wherein after 
about ten years of drought, they have increased to near the MCL, averaging just below the MCL, 
but occasionally spiking above the MCL.  

A review of fluoride levels revealed that they do not respond to drought in the same 
fashion as do uranium activities. Fluoride levels have remained relatively constant over the 
period of record for the wells in Frazier Park. The Monte Vista well has exhibited fluoride levels 
at or above the MCL over the period of record. The Monte Vista well is inactive. Only one test 
in one other well, Well 4, has spiked over the MCL and that was a test taken in 1994. On an 
annual average, fluoride levels in the Frazier Park active wells have remained at or below the 
fluoride MCL. Mixing might be an option that could reduce both the uranium and fluoride levels 
in the District’s wells. 

Gravity Survey Summary Report – Frazier Park, California by Subsurface Surveys and 
Associates, Inc. 

Subsurface Surveys and Associates performed a “gravity” survey in the Cuddy Creek 
Valley in September of this year. A gravity survey determines the depth of alluvium by 
measuring variations in the gravitational field at regular intervals along survey traverses. 
Changes in the depth to hard bedrock, and thus the thickness of the less dense overburden, 
produces a localized variation or anomaly in the gravity field. The gravity survey determined the 
depth of the bedrock beneath the alluvium in eleven traverses across the Valley, beginning just 
east of Frazier Park Well 5 and concluding just west of Lake of the Woods Well 7. The gravity 
survey focused on the Middle Sub-basin because the purpose of the survey was to determine the 
best sites for wells for the upcoming test well program. To accomplish this, traverses were 
separated by about 1,000 feet in the Frazier Park area. In an effort to develop a better 
understanding of the West Sub-basin, the survey was extended into the Lake of the Woods area. 
Two additional traverses were performed in this area. 

The resulting information is presented in the Subsurface Surveys report, the third report 
in this suite of three reports. Ken Schmidt and Associates combined the results of the survey 
with the information that was previously developed by Dr. Schmidt and others, to refine the 
recommended location of the test wells. One interesting feature that was observed in Traverse 1 
(near Frazier Park Well 5) was the discovery of a graben (German for “ditch” or “trench”) 
structure in which Well 5 appears to have been completed. A graben is an elongated block of the 
earth’s crust lying between two faults that is displaced downward relative to the blocks on either 
side. This would then be the reason that Well 5 is not only the deepest well in the District, but 
the best producer as well. It is recommended that a test well be drilled into this graben in the 
vicinity of Well 5. It has also been established that this graben is along the alignment of the 
Garlock Fault. Two additional test well locations are recommended in the above Groundwater 
Conditions report by Ken Schmidt and Associates. 
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CONCLUSION 

Given historical climatic conditions, the water supply and quality will be sufficient in the 
future to supply the combined needs of the Frazier Park and Lake of the Woods areas. However, 
an unknown factor is the uncertainty of the effects of climate change. As demonstrated in the 
above reports, and in reports that have been issued in the past, the quantity of runoff has proven 
to be sufficient for enduring a lengthy and record-setting drought. However, as a long-term 
strategy, the District should look into the availability of supplemental surface water to enhance 
its water supply. Anticipating the possible effects of climate change will place the District in 
favorable position in the long-run.  
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GROUNDWATER CONDITIONS IN THE FRAZIER 

    PARK–LAKE OF THE WOODS AREA 

INTRODUCTION 

Several hydrogeologic reports have been prepared for the Lebec-

Frazier Park-Lake of the Woods area.  Barto (1981) and Ron Barto 

Consulting & Associates (1985 and 1988) reported on groundwater 

conditions in Cuddy Valley.  Kenneth D. Schmidt and Associates 

(KDSA, 2003) reported on groundwater conditions in the Frazier 

Park/Lebec Specific Plan area.  More recently, the Galli Group 

(2005 and 2007) focused on groundwater conditions in the lower part 

of Cuddy Canyon, and estimated the amounts of groundwater in 

storage in several sub-basins.  The purpose of this report is to 

discuss future groundwater development to serve the Frazier Park 

PUD and Lake of the Woods area. 

SUBSURFACE GEOLOGIC CONDITIONS 

Figure 1 shows a generalized geologic map for the study area, 

modified from California Mines and Geology (1988), and California 

Geological Survey (2012 a and b).  Alluvial deposits are present 

along Cuddy Creek in an area that average about 600 feet in width 

upstream of Frazier Park and about 1,200 feet in Frazier Park.  

Outcrops on the north side of the Cuddy Creek floodplain are pri-

marily granitic rocks.  Outcrops on the south side of the flood-

plain are primarily metamorphic rocks.  The San Andreas Rift Zone 
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generally extends along Cuddy Canyon, generally beneath the flood-

plain. 

 KDSA (2003) provided a subsurface geologic cross section extend-

ing from about three quarters of a mile upstream of Frazier Park 

to the east, past Lebec.  This section didn’t extend upstream to 

Lake of the Woods.  Thus an updated cross section was prepared for 

this report (Figure 2).  Also, since the completion of Well No. 

6 for the Frazier Park PUD in Summer 2015, subsurface conditions 

shown near PUD Wells No. 3 and 4 have been modified from those 

shown in the previous cross section.   

 Cross Section A-A’ extends through three wells and one test 

hole in Lake of the Woods, to the east through five private domes-

tic wells, thence through three Frazier Park PUD wells (Figure 3).  

Because the mud rotary method was used to construct many of the 

wells along the section and geophysical logs were usually not 

done for these, little information was obtained on groundwater 

in the hardrock.  The air-rotary method is a better method to 

evaluate groundwater production in the hardrock.  In Lake of the 

Woods, the air rotary method was used for a 400-feet deep test 

hole and for the lower part of Well No. 5, which was drilled to 

a depth of 720 feet.  In Lake of the Woods, most of the water 

production has come from gravel and boulders in the alluvial or 

stream channel deposits.  The base of these deposits ranges from 
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about 140 to 170 feet deep along this cross section in Lake of 

the Woods.  The highest and lowest recorded water levels are al-

so shown on the cross section.  The deepest water levels in Lake 

of the Woods (2013-2015) were near the base of the alluvial de-

posits, explaining the low well yields achievable at that time.  

The shallowest recorded water levels in Lake of the Woods wells 

(in 1991 and 1999) ranged from about 40 to 50 feet deep. 

Along the reach between Lake of the Woods and the Frazier 

Park PUD, the alluvial deposits are thicker than in Lake of the 

Woods.  The lowest elevation of the top of the bedrock beneath 

the floodplain at any cross section is termed the thalweg.  The 

base of the alluvial deposits appears to be about 250 to 300 

feet deep along the thalweg in this reach.  The lowest water 

levels in wells in this reach have ranged from about 90 to 170 

feet deep.  Thus even during drought periods, from about one-

third to one-half of the alluvial deposits in this area have ap-

parently still been saturated. 

The completion of Well No. 6 for the Frazier Park PUD indi-

cated that the base of the alluvial deposits was only about 200 

feet deep at that location.  It appears that Wells No. 4 and 6 

are well south of the thalweg, and this is at least part of the 

reason for the shallower depth to the top of the hardrock in 

this vicinity.  Another explanation for the greater depth to the 
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top of the hardrock at Well No. 5 is that the Garlock Fault is 

projected to extend through Cuddy Canyon upstream of Well No. 5 

and downstream of Wells No. 4 and 6.  This fault is downthrown 

on the southeast side, and the top of the hardrock would be ex-

pected to be deeper in the area southeast of the fault. 

Frazier Park PUD Well No. 5 appeared to encounter alluvial 

deposits to a depth of 530 feet.  This well is thus likely near 

the thalweg of the stream channel deposits in that area.  In 

contrast to the upstream area, there has been much less varia-

tion in water levels between wet periods and droughts in the 

Frazier Park PUD wells.  Water levels in Well No. 5 were fre-

quently measured from 1975-87, and reported by the California 

Department of Water Resources (Well T9N/R20W-36H1).  Depth to 

water in Well No. 5 ranged from 3 feet in December 1978 to 61 

feet in August 1975.  Most measured static water levels in Well 

No. 5 were between about 15 feet and 50 feet deep.  At Wells No. 

4 and 6, there were still about 140 feet of saturated deposits 

during drought periods, which is much greater than indicated in 

the upstream areas. 

WELL DATA 

Frazier Park PUD 

Table 1 provides construction data for Frazier Park PUD water 
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supply wells.  Depths of these wells range from 128 to 650 feet.  

All of these wells are indicated to tap alluvial deposits.  

Lake of the Woods 

Table 2 provides construction data for Lake of the Woods wa-

ter supply wells.  Depths of these wells ranged from 180 to 700 

feet.   The base of the stream channel deposits was indicated to 

be from about 140 feet deep at Well No. 4 to 205 feet deep at 

Well No. 3.  All of the Lake of the Woods wells, except Well No. 

5, tapped the hardrock.  Wells No. 3 and 7 apparently only 

tapped the hardrock, whereas the other wells tapped alluvial de-

posits. 

Private Wells between Lake of the Woods and Frazier Park 

Completion reports for private wells along Cuddy Creek be-

tween Lake of the Woods and Frazier Park indicate well depths 

ranging from about 120 to 500 feet.  Most of these wells are 300 

feet deep or shallower and only tap alluvial deposits.  

WATER LEVELS 

KDSA (2003) prepared a water-level elevation map for the Fra-

zier Park/Lebec Specific Plan area for Spring 2002, and this is 

provided herein as Figure 4.  The measurements corresponded to a 

wet period.  Water-level elevations ranged from 4,990 feet above 
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mean sea level west of the Frazier Park PUD to 4,530 feet at the 

Monte Vista Well.  This indicated an average water-level slope 

of about 160 feet per mile.  Water-level trends for wet and dry 

periods in the Frazier Park area were discussed previously, un-

der the section on subsurface geologic conditions.  

Following is additional information on water levels in Lake 

of the Woods wells.  Static water levels were reported when some 

of these wells were first constructed and developed.  Depth to 

water in Wells No. 1 and 2 was about 120 feet in 1970.  Depth 

to water in Well No. 3 was 80 feet in July 1981.  Depth to water 

in Well No. 4 was 120 feet in April 1991.  Depth to water in 

Well No. 5 was 40 feet in December 1989.  Depth to water in Well 

No. 7 was 167 feet in July 2015.  This variation in depth to wa-

ter when the wells were developed is highly related to climatic 

conditions, with the deeper levels being during droughts. 

Water-level measurements are available for Lake of the Woods 

Wells No. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 in January 2011, 2012, and 2013, and 

these are representative of drought conditions.  Depth to water 

in Well No. 1 fell from 146 to 157 feet.  Depth to water in Well 

No. 2 fell from 135 to 160 feet.  Depth to water in Well No. 4 fell 

from 120 to 126 feet.  Depth to water in Well No. 5 fell from 156 to 

165 feet.  Water-level declines in these wells ranged from less than 

one foot per year at Well No. 4 to 12.5 feet per year at Well No. 2. 
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WELL PRODUCTION 

Frazier Park PUD 

KDSA (2003) reported on pump tests for the Frazier Park PUD 

wells for April 2002.  Table 3 also contains information for 

Well No. 6, which was pump tested in August and October, 2015.  

Pumping rates for Frazier Park PUD wells ranged from about 200 

to 500 gpm.  The initial low specific capacity (1.8 gpm per 

foot) for Well No. 6 compared to the aquifer transmissivity val-

ues from the pump test indicated that it was substantially 

plugged and not fully developed.  Subsequently, the well was re-

developed and a specific capacity of 2.7 gpm per foot was ob-

tained, indicating some improvement.  The specific capacities 

for the other wells ranged from 13 to 19 gpm per foot.  The high-

est pumping rates (415 to 515 gpm) were from the two most easterly 

Frazier Park PUD wells (Well No. 5 and the Monte Vista Well). 

Lake of the Woods MWC 

DOHS records indicate that Lake of the Woods Well No. 1 had a 

pump capacity of 197 gpm and Well No. 2 had a capacity of 75 gpm 

in 1970.  When Well No. 3 was constructed, it reportedly pro-

duced about 150 gpm in July 1981.  When Well No. 4 was con-

structed, it reportedly produced 40 gpm with a drawdown of 342 

feet, or a specific capacity of 0.1 gpm per foot in April 1991.  

When Well No. 5 was constructed, it reportedly produced 300 gpm 
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in December 1999.  Well No. 7 was pump tested on July 16-17, 2015, 

and produced 18 gpm with a drawdown of 113 feet, and a specific 

capacity of 0.2 gpm per foot.  These variable pumping rates are 

highly dependent on depth to water.  The higher rates are for 

when substantial groundwater was present in the alluvial depos-

its. 

Private Wells between Lake of the Woods and Frazier Park 

Reported short-term yields for most of these wells, which tap 

alluvial deposits, range from about 10 to 80 gpm. 

PUMPAGE 

The amount of groundwater delivered for Frazier Park was 

about 360 acre-feet in 2014.  Groundwater pumped in Lake of the 

Woods was about 120 acre-feet in 2013.  After 2013, much less 

water was able to be pumped in Lake of the Woods, and much of 

the water used had to be trucked in from Frazier Park and Lebec. 

RECHARGE 

There are two primary sources of recharge to groundwater in 

this area.  These are seepage from Cuddy Creek streamflow and 

mountain-front recharge.  Available evidence indicates that 

mountain-front recharge has been more important in the areas 

downstream of Lake of the Woods.  For example, in Frazier Park, 



16 

mountain-front recharge has sustained the groundwater levels, 

even in the absence of significant streamflow in Cuddy Creek.  

Much of the mountain-front recharge is apparently associated 

with the Cold Springs Canyon drainage (Figure 1), which enters 

Cuddy Canyon upstream of Frazier Park, and from part of the 

tributary watershed south of Frazier Park. 

AQUIFER CHARACTERISTICS 

KDSA (2003) reported on the results of an aquifer test that 

they conducted in Frazier Park in May 2002.  Frazier Park PUD 

Well No. 4 was pumped continuously for six and a half hours.  

Well No. 3 located about 80 feet from the pumped well was used 

as an observation well.  The average aquifer transmissivity for 

the test was 181,000 gpd per foot.  The average hydraulic conduc-

tivity of the deposits tapped by Well No. 4 was about 1,200 gpd 

per square foot.  These relatively high values are consistent 

with the coarse-grained nature of the stream channel deposits. 

Frazier Park PUD Well No. 6 was pump tested during August 17-

18, 2015.  A 25.5-hour step drawdown and constant discharge test 

was conducted.  Recovery measurements indicated a transmissivity 

of 29,000 gpd per foot.  This value suggests that a specific ca-

pacity of about 20 gpm per foot should have been obtained from a 

properly constructed and developed well.  The low specific capa- 
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city for this well (1.8 gpm per foot) indicated that it was sub-

stantially plugged, and had not been fully developed.  The well 

was subsequently re-developed and the specific capacity for a 

12-hour pump test in October 27, 2015 was 2.7 gpm per foot.  

This indicated that the redevelopment was only partially suc-

cessful. 

GROUNDWATER IN STORAGE 

The Galli Group (2008) provided tables on the amount of 

groundwater in storage in the West and Middle Sub-basins of Cud-

dy Canyon.  The West Sub-basin extends along an 8,500-foot long 

reach between Lake of the Woods and just upstream of Frazier 

Park.  The Middle Sub-basin extends along a reach between the 

east edge of the West Sub-basin and just east of Frazier Park.  

The amounts of groundwater in storage in the West Sub-basin 

were: 

Depth to 

Groundwater 

(ft) 

Total 

Thickness 

Saturated 

Deposits 

(ft) 

Average 

Width for 

Saturated 

Deposits 

(ft) 

Groundwater 

in Storage 

(acre-ft) 

30 170 327 1,300 

45 155 309 1,100 

60 140 291 950 

70 130 279 850 

80 120 267 750 

90 110 255 650 
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It is apparent that considering the deep water levels as of 

June 2015 in Lake of the Woods, there was little groundwater in 

storage in the alluvial deposits.  Thus most of the limited well 

production at that time was from the hardrock.  The amounts of 

groundwater in storage in the Middle Sub-basin were: 

Depth to 

Groundwater 

(ft) 

Total 

Thickness 

Saturated 

Deposits 

(ft) 

Average 

Width for 

Saturated 

Deposits 

(ft) 

Groundwater 

in Storage 

(acre-ft) 

15 385 629 7,000 

20 380 622 6,800 

30 370 609 6,500 

40 360 595 6,200 

50 350 581 5,900 

60 340 568 5,700 

This indicates that even during droughts, there is a sub-

stantial amount of groundwater in storage beneath the Frazier 

Park area. 

GROUNDWATER QUALITY 

KDSA (2003) sampled a number of wells in the Frazier Park/ 

Lebec Specific Plan area in May 2002.  That report indicated 

that exceedances of the Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) for ei-

ther fluoride (2.0 mg/l) or alpha activity (15 picocuries per 

liter) were common.  Alpha activity is an indicator of uranium 

activity in the groundwater.  The lowest fluoride concentrations 

(less than 1.5 mg/l) were found in a well between Lake of the Woods 
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 and Frazier Park, and in water from the Frazier Park PUD Pine 

Canyon and San Young springs.  The lowest alpha activities (less 

than 6 picocuries per liter) were found in water from the two 

springs.  Figure 5 shows concentrations of selected constituents 

in groundwater in or near the Frazier Park/Lebec Specific Plan 

area as of 2002. 

Dee Jaspar and Associates (DJA) has provided a report on the 

water quality for the Frazier Park PUD supply wells (DJA, 2017).  

The two most important chemical constituents in terms of the Ti-

tle 22 standards for public water supply in the Frazier Park PUD 

are uranium and fluoride.  The SWRCB, Division of Drinking Wa-

ter, has indicated that if possible, groundwater in the Cuddy 

Creek area should be tapped that meets the MCL for uranium (20 

picocuries per liter). 

DJA (2017) plotted fluoride concentrations and uranium activ-

ities in water from Frazier Park PUD wells No. 4, 5, and the 

Monte Vista Well for the period of record.  The fluoride concen-

trations in water from Well No. 4 have usually ranged from 1.5 

to 1.8 mg/l, below the MCL of 2.0 mg/l.  The fluoride concentra-

tions in water from Well No. 5 have usually ranged from 1.4 to 

1.7 mg/l, also below the MCL.  The fluoride concentration in wa-

ter from the Monte Vista Well have normally ranged from 2.0 to 

2.3 mg/l, at or above the MCL.  The fluoride concentrations in 
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water from new Well No. 6 have ranged from 1.7 to 2.0 mg/l.  Long-

term trends for fluoride concentrations in water from the Fra-

zier park PUD wells have been relatively stable. 

Uranium activities in water from Well No. 4 have generally 

increased since 1994, when they ranged from 10.3 to 13.5 pico-

curies per liter, to a range of 17 to 20 picocuries per liter 

during 2011-17.  Only two samples from this well have had an ac-

tivity of 20 picocuries per liter (the MCL) or greater.  The 

uranium activities in water from Well No. 5 have also increased 

since 1994, when they ranged from 6.7 to 16.7 picocuries per li-

ter, to a range of 15 to 18 picocuries per liter during 2012-17.  

All test results for Well No. 5 have been below the MCL.  Urani-

um activities in water from the Monte Vista Well have apparently 

increased from 9.4 to 12.1 picocuries per liter in 1994 to 16 

picocuries per liter in 2017.  Only one sample from this well (4/20/91) 

was at the MCL, and no samples exceeded the MCL.  Water from Well 

No. 6 has had uranium activities ranging from 18 to 21 picocuries 

per liter, close to the MCL. 

A review of runoff records for Cuddy Creek and precipitation 

records at Lebec indicates that lower uranium activities in the 

Frazier Park PUD well water have been present during wet periods, 

and high activities during droughts.  This trend suggests that 

streamflow in Cuddy Creek has had low uranium activities, and 
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recharge from creek seepage has reduced the uranium activities in 

the groundwater.  It should be noted that although 2016-17 was indi-

cated to be a wet period from precipitation records, Cuddy Creek 

did not flow significantly.  Thus uranium activities in water 

from the Frazier Park PUD wells stayed relatively high. 

Figure 6 shows concentrations of nitrate and fluoride and ura-

nium activities in water from wells in the Lake of the Woods-Frazier 

Park area.  Nitrate concentrations in water from wells down stream 

of the Lake of the Woods have ranged from 9 to 21 mg/l, less than the 

MCL of 45 mg/l.  Nitrate concentrations have been elevated (49 to 

66 mg/l) in the new Lake of the Woods MWC Well No. 7, exceeding the 

MCL, and in water from Well No. 1 (23 to 49 mg/l).  Because of the rela-

tively small lot size, these higher nitrate concentration may be 

due to recharge from septic tank effluent.  Except for Well No. 2, 

fluoride concentrations in water from Lake for the Woods MWC wells 

have been 1.3 mg/l or less, below the MCL.  Alpha activities in 

water from Lake of the Woods MWC Wells No. 4 and 7 ranged from 17 

to 21 picocuries per liter, exceeding the MCL of 15 picocuries 

per liter.  The uranium activities in water from Lake of the 

Woods MWC Well No. 2 ranged from 14 to 18 picocuries per liter, 

less than the MCL. 

RESULTS OF GRAVITY SURVEY 
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During September 4-15, 2017, Subsurface Surveys & Associates of 

Carlsbad conducted a gravity survey along eleven traverses between 

Lake of the Woods and the east part of Frazier Park (Figure 7).  

The purpose of the survey was to determine the thickness of allu-

vial deposits along each traverse.  The results of these surveys 

were generally similar in terms of the approximate depth to the top 

of the bedrock (hardrock), except for Traverse 1, which passed through 

Frazier PUD Well No. 5.  Four of the surveys were intentionally run 

through wells where either geologic logs or drillers logs were 

available, so that the survey could be calibrated.  The maximum depths 

to the top of the hardrock for each of the ten traverses (except 1) 

ranged from 159 to 230 feet, whereas the maximum depth at Traverse 1 was 

830 feet.  The deep area along Traverse 1 was interpreted to coincide 

with a graben (downthrown) structure between two bounding faults. 

The shallowest depth to the hardrock (about 170 feet or less) 

was along Traverses 2, 7, and 9.  Traverses 7 and 9 were between 

Frazier Park and Lake of the Woods.  Traverse 2 is near a sus-

pected shallow bedrock area below the lake.  Except for Traverse 

1, the greatest depths to the top of the hardrock (exceeding 200 

feet) were at Traverses 0, 3, 4, 5, and 8.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Figure 7 also shows the locations recommended for test holes. 
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The preferred site would be near Traverse 1, south of PUD Well 

No. 5.  The other two test holes would be near Traverses 5 and 

8. The test holes would be done by the mud rotary method and

electric logged, or drilled by the casing hammer method, which 

would allow water samples to be collected and airtest yields to 

be determined at various depths. 
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WATER QUALITY REVIEW, FRAZIER PARK PUBLIC 
UTILITY DISTRICT PRODUCTION WELLS 
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 DEE JASPAR & ASSOCIATES, INC.  
 CONSULTING CIVIL ENGINEERS   
 2730 UNICORN ROAD, BUILDING A  
 BAKERSFIELD, CA  93308    
 PHONE (661) 393-4796    
 FAX (661) 393-4799 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

October 31, 2017 

Tehachapi District, State Waterboards, Division of Drinking Water 
4925 Commerce Drive, Suite 120 
Bakersfield, CA 93309 
Attn: Jesse Dhaliwal, P.E., District Engineer 

Re: Water Quality Review, Frazier Park Public Utility District Production Wells 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 
The subject of this Memorandum is the suitability of the water quality in the Frazier Park 
P.U.D. wells (“FPPUD”) for provision of temporary water service to the Lake of the Woods 
area via trucking from Frazier Park to Lake of the Woods. Data reviewed were the “Drinking 
Water Analyses Results Reports” for the FPPUD for the District’s water production facilities 
dating back to 1986, together with recent water quality test results from May 25, 2017. Each 
source will be considered individually, beginning with the two springs, the Sam Young 
Spring and the Pine Canyon Spring. The springs were not used during the drought. There are 
contamination issues with the spring boxes and problems with the connective piping. Flow 
from the springs is minimal (less than 25 gpm each). The springs need to be retested to 
update their water quality record. Reconnection of these springs is problematic and 
consideration should be given to the benefit of these springs compared to the cost of 
operating them. At this time it is not recommended that these springs be reconnected to the 
District System. 

Please refer to the accompanying charts showing the fluoride and uranium concentrations in 
the FPPUD wells. The springs are not charted – but are discussed in the following 
paragraphs.  

Sam Young Spring 
For the period of record (Fluoride = November 1989 – March 2016; Uranium = one test in 
March 1999) there have been no exceedances in the reported constituents.  

Uranium 
The only Uranium test of record (Uranium March 10, 1999 = 1.2 pci/l) was well below the 
MCL of 20.0. 
Fluoride 
Fluoride concentrations have remained steady at around 0.2 mg/l for the period of record. 
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Pine Canyon Spring 
For the period of record (Fluoride = April 1986 – March 2016; Uranium & Gross Alpha = 
1994 & 1999) there have been no reported exceedances in either uranium or fluoride.  

Uranium 
The last test for uranium was March 10, 1999. Therefore record for uranium is not complete, 
however, the Gross Alpha and Radium 228 (Radium 228 September 30, 2014 and March 21, 
2016) activities were below the DLR of 3.0 and 1.0 pci/l, respectively. Radium 226 was not 
reported. 
Fluoride 
Fluoride concentrations have remained steady at around 0.2 mg/l for the period of record. 

Monte Vista Well 
The Monte Vista well is a standby well that has not provided water to the District’s system 
for a number of years. It is on Standby because Fluoride concentrations in the water exceed 
the MCL. Iron concentrations have also frequently been above the mcl – however, this is 
likely due to corrosion of the casing because of the inactivity of the well.  

This well is a candidate for blending with other wells in the District due to its relatively 
lower uranium activity (only one uranium test has been conducted on this well since 2000, 
however, the recent test indicates that the uranium concentrations in this well, if subsequent 
tests confirm recent results, are near 16 pci/l). 

Uranium 
Uranium activity in 1991 was at the MCL of 20.0 pci/l. However, testing between 1994 and 
2000 (six tests) revealed uranium activities in the range of 7 to 12 pci/l. No tests between 
2000 and 2017 are of record, but the recent sampling of May 25, 2017 revealed a uranium 
activity of 16 pci/l. This was the lowest of the uranium activity reported in recent samplings 
of the FPPUD wells.  

Fluoride 
The Monte Vista well has been inactive for a number of years due to the presence of fluoride 
near and above the MCL of 2.0 mg/l. The chart shows the concentrations for the period 1986 
– 2017. The highest concentration was 2.3 mg/l in 1997, 1998 and 2000. Except for one test
in 2000 (1.7 mg/l) all fluoride concentrations were 2.0 – 2.3 mg/l, equal to or exceeding the 
MCL. 

This well should be evaluated over a period of time to determine range of uranium activities 
and fluoride concentrations, and therefore its candidacy as a well that can blend down 
uranium activities while at the same time be blended by other wells so that the fluoride 
concentrations and uranium activities remain below their respective MCLs.  
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Well 4  
Uranium 
This well had a uranium activity (20.7 pci/l), above the MCL in 1991. However from 1994 – 
1999 the activities were reported to be in the range of 10 to 14 pci/l (six tests). However in 
2000 and through the present, uranium activities have been in the 17 – 20 pci/l range, the 
most recent activity (May 25, 2017) being 20.0 pci/l (at the MCL). Uranium activities appear 
to be influenced by periods of abundant rainfall and by periods of drought. They are now 
near the MCL. The reason for the increase is not known, but Cuddy Creek has not had 
significant flow in it for the past decade. The streamflow is believed to dilute the uranium 
activities in the groundwater.  

Fluoride 
Fluoride concentrations in Well 4 have only been above the MCL one time since 1986, and 
this was in 1994 (2.2 mg/l). Tests in 1986, 89 and 92 all reveal fluoride concentrations less 
than 2.0 mg/l, as did sampling after 1994. A total of nine samples since 1994 all show 
fluoride concentrations below 2.0, the most recent being 1.5 mg/l on May 25, 2017. The 
trend in this well for fluoride concentrations is relatively constant at about 1.5 to 1.8 mg/l. 

Well 5 
Uranium 
Five tests were taken in 1994 (January 16.7 pci/l; April 11.6 pci/l; June 6.7 & 9.9 pci/l, and 
November 15.3 pci/l – averaging 12.0 pci/l).Tests taken in 2012 – 2017 had uranium 
activities in the range of 15.0 – 18.0 pci/l, with 18.0 pci/l. The trend for uranium activities in 
water from Well 5 is upward, as it is for the Monte Vista Well and Well 4. 

Fluoride 
Fluoride concentrations in the water from Well 5 have remained relatively consistent over the 
period of record (1986 – 2017). Fluoride concentrations have varied between 1.4 and 1.7 
mg/l over the period. There was a slight downward trend for the higher concentrations. The 
average fluoride concentration was about 1.6 mg/l.  

Well 6  
Uranium 
Well 6 was placed in production in July 2016. Therefore there is a short history of operation 
for the well. Well 6 is about 200 feet away from Well 4. It was drilled to a depth slightly 
deeper than Well 4, however, it produces from the same strata as Well 4. There have been 
four tests for uranium in Well 6: August 2016 (21.0 pci/l), November 2016 (18.0 pci/l), 
February 2017 (18.0 pci/l), and May 2017 (21.0 pci/l). The activities average 19.5 pci/l, just 
below the MCL.  
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Fluoride 
Fluoride concentrations in Well 6 (four samples) have ranged from 1.7 to 2.0 mg/l, averaging 
1.8 mg/l, which is below the MCL. 

Discussion 
When averaged, uranium activities in Wells 4, 5, 6, and Monte Vista are just under the MCL 
of 20.0 pci/l. However there are spikes at or above 20.0 pci/l in Wells 4 and 6. Generally 
uranium activities are below the MCL at around 18 pci/l in Wells 4, 5 and 6. Well 6 was 
placed on line in July 2016 and has a very short period of record. It is expected that Well 6 
will follow the trends of Wells 4 and 5, which is to remain, on average, just below the MCL. 

Uranium activities in the groundwater have been higher during periods of drought, probably 
due to the absence of recharge due to little or no streamflow in Cuddy Creek. A review of the 
rainfall records at Lebec and Sandberg (just south of Lebec, east of I-5) reveals the trends in 
precipitation over the year from 1980 to 2015. The higher uranium activities appear to 
correspond to a pattern of lower precipitation (1980-1990 and 2006-2015). The lower 
uranium activities (1994–1999) appear to respond to a period of higher precipitation (1992–
1998). 

Fluoride concentrations appear to remain relatively constant, not changing in response to 
Cuddy Creek streamflow. 

Conclusion 
Uranium 
Water quality test records indicate uranium activities fluctuate with periods of drought. For 
example, during the relatively wet period from 1990 – 1999, uranium activities remained 
relatively low, compared to today, where, after roughly 10 years of low precipitation and 
drought, uranium activities have increased in all wells compared to 2000- 2001. It also 
appears that there is a lag in the influence of wet and dry periods on uranium activities, and 
thus the effect of the recent wet year may not be apparent for several months to a year, and 
further, these levels of uranium activity will be affected by the rainfall that the year 2017-18 
produces. The Monte Vista Well and Well 5 exhibit lower uranium activities (15.0 – 18.0 
Pci/L) than Wells 4 and 6 (17.0 – 21.0 Pci/L). All wells still meet uranium activity standards 
based on annual averages. Further testing is necessary in order to reach definitive conclusions 
regarding uranium activities. It appears that a combination of the wells in a mixing scenario 
would be helpful in controlling uranium activity levels in the system. Additionally it appears 
that wells drilled very near the thalweg of Cuddy Creek (ref. “Groundwater Conditions in the 
Frazier Park – Lake of the Woods Area”, October, 2017, Kenneth D. Schmidt and 
Associates) would be most effective in maintaining acceptable uranium activity levels in the 
system. 

Fluoride 
Fluoride levels have remained relatively constant over the period of record and appear to be 
less affected by wet and dry years. The Monte Vista well is the most affected by fluoride 
levels at or above the MCL. All remaining wells have been at or just under the MCL with the 
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exception of a 1994 test in Well 4 (2.2 mg/l), which was not characteristic of the fluoride 
concentrations in that well before or after that date. On an annual average, fluoride appears in 
all active Frazier Park wells at levels near or below the MCL. 

General Observation 
In the absence of a surface water supply, groundwater in the Frazier Park area is the best 
water source for the Frazier Park–Lake of the Woods area. Active wells, on an annual 
average, currently meet water quality standards, and the water supply is most reliable in the 
Frazier Park area. Mixing well production at a central location would appear to be effective 
in reducing both uranium and fluoride levels in the distribution system. Water quality in the 
area is affected by long periods of drought or abundance, which consequently affects 
groundwater recharge in the Cuddy Creek Canyon. The effect of the recent multi-year 
drought remains an influence on water quality in the Cuddy Creek Canyon, and it is not 
anticipated to abate until there are several years of normal or above-normal precipitation in 
the basin.  
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